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Description of Collection 

Auburn University Archives and Special Collections 
 

Record Group: 775        Accession number: 07-021   

 

Collection name: Walker, John Augustus Papers      Dates: 1937-1941 

 

Size: .25 cf.        Number of boxes: ½ Legal Doc Box  

 

Type of material: Typed papers and pencil sketches   

 

Physical condition: Fair, very fragile 

 

Arrangement: The accession is arranged alphabetically and chronologically.  

 

Contents: The collection contains Walker’s receipts and correspondence concerning the panels 

he painted for the 1939 Alabama State Fair.  In the 25 panels, 7 feet by 8 feet, Walker captured 

the history of Alabama’s agriculture.  The project was commissioned by the Alabama 

Cooperative Extension Service at Alabama Polytechnic Institute (Auburn University) and was 

funded by the Works Progress Administration (WPA).  

 

Biographical / Historical Sketch:  Born in 1901, John Augustus Walker, a native of Mobile, 

Ala., became well-known as a painter during the 1930s. He studied art at the St. Louis School of 

Fine Arts and was renowned for his use of color. Walker was a founding member of the Mobile 

Art Guild and designed many floats used by the Infant Mystic Krew in Mobile’s Mardi Gras 

parades. Walker died in 1967. 

 

Keyword descriptors: agriculture, paintings, Alabama Cooperative Extension Service, Alabama 

Polytechnic Institute, Alabama State Fair, Mobile Art Guild, Works Progress Administration 

(WPA) 

 

Geographical identifiers: Alabama, Auburn, Birmingham, Mobile,  

 

Access Restrictions as stated in gift agreement(s): Open  

 

Processed by: Deborah Belcher  Date:  September 1, 2007 
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 Listed by:  Deborah Belcher 

 Date:  September 1, 2007 

 

 

Box 1  
1. Correspondence: 1937-1941 

2. Freight Receipts: 1939 

3. Louisville & Nashville Railroad Envelopes 

4. Newspaper Article: “Let’s bring Walker murals back” 

5. Photographs (4): 1930s, rural Alabama 

6. Sketches 

7. Sketches: Exhibit Project 

8. Suggested Paintings: #6 through #25 

9. Total Materials Needed for the 25 Panels 

10. Western Union: 1939 

11. WPA Folder: 1939 

 


	Arrangement: The accession is arranged alphabetically and chronologically.

